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  October 2011
Educational Visits 2011-2013
Dear Parent / Carer,

I write to inform you of all educational visits involving an overnight stay for 2011/13.  As in previous years the school has decided to advertise all of the trips that are to take place now in order to give you and your son or daughter a fair choice.  

The organisation of an educational visit is usually a lengthy affair and it is essential that students sign up now for the school years 2011/12 and 2012/13 in order that staff can secure lower prices and give parents the opportunity to save what are sometimes considerable sums of money.  The school believes that students benefit from participating in educational visits for the experience contributes to their wider development by, amongst other things, broadening their horizons and honing their social skills. In addition they hopefully have a good time. This year we are offering the usual wide range of educational visits, cultural and sporting holidays.  It is hoped that at least one trip will appeal to, and be affordable for, your son/daughter.
If you would like your son or daughter to take part in an educational visit on offer you will need to download and complete the application form found on the schools website and pay a non-refundable deposit by the 1st November 2011. All payments for school visits will now be paid via the schools ParentPay system. All eligible visits will be listed on your ParentPay account giving relevant details, costs and availability, places are limited and filled on a first come first served basis.  Please select your son/daughters chosen visit and make the required non-refundable deposit amount only at this stage can you also ask you son/daughter to return the completed application form to the Finance Department at the school. Once your deposit has been credited to the school via ParentPay  you will receive a confirmation letter giving details in respect of further payments.

Parents are reminded that the usual cancellation/late payment charges made by travel companies apply and that if any such charges are incurred that these will be passed on to those incurring the penalty.
If there is not enough interest in a visit then you will be informed that the visit has unfortunately had to be cancelled and your deposit will be refunded direct to you via the ParentPay system.
For the visits abroad students will need to ensure that they have a valid passport and where necessary a visa along with their European Health Insurance Card (EHIC). You must also ensure that your son/daughter has had any necessary vaccinations – the cost of which is not covered in the visit price.
ALL DEPOSITS FOR OVERNIGHT VISITS MUST BE PAID VIA PARENTPAY BY

1ST NOVEMBER  2011.
A major concern for all of us involved in organising educational visits is one of safety.  The school and Governing Body have student safety as a top priority and the organiser of each trip has to submit a detailed risk assessment to the Governing Body.  Each trip has to pass through a number of checks and procedures before the Chairman of Governors gives, on behalf of the Governing Body, final approval for the trip to take place.  It should be noted that, to be included on a visit a pupil must have a record of satisfactory behaviour in school.  The same standard of behaviour is expected on the visits themselves.

If you require any further details in addition to the summary information stated below, please contact the organiser of the visit. 

Yours faithfully,
Mr J J Wilden
Deputy Headteacher
Educational Visits Co-ordinator
Wallington County Grammar School
Educational Visits and Cultural Tours Related to the Curriculum
History and Geography Tour – The Great North 2012
	Organiser:


	Mr J Bean
	Dates:
	14 – 18 July 2012

	Open to:
	Y7


	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit: 
	£250
£50

	Accommodation:
	Youth Hostel, Full Board

	Travel:
	Coach

	No. of Students:
	47
	Tour Operator
	


The Great North Trip is back – now in its 7th year! As well as being the only residential trip arranged especially for Y7, this trip will support their KS3 studies in both Geography and History. Based in York, Durham and Whitby where we will go on archaeological digs and experience different tours of these historical medieval cities. The trip will also consist of coastal geology and fossil hunts, a Coral Reef Aquarium visit in Newcastle and map-reading skills in the Northumbrian countryside. Turning to History, we will explore Richmond Castle upon our return leg of the journey after visiting Durham Minister, Fountains Abbey (what Henry VIII left of it, anyway!) and Hadrian’s Wall. And if that was not enough … there will be a different mystery activity every evening ranging from … well, that would be telling. This trip has proved thoroughly popular with the children year in and year out, billed as an end of year 7 celebration and acknowledgment of their progress into secondary school. 

History Trip – Berlin/Krakow/Auschwitz, Easter 2012
	Organiser:


	Mr G Collins
	Dates:
	30 March – 4 April 2012 

	Open to:
	Y10 - U6
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:


	Approx £680
£100

	Accommodation:
	2 nights Hostel, Berlin- 1 night on coach to Krakow, 2 nights Hotel in Kralow

	Travel: 
	Fly/Coach


	No. of Students:
	25 - 25
	Tour Operator:
	


This trip represents an excellent opportunity to visit sites connected with a number of the topics studied at GCSE and A level, as well as to visit two of Europe’s most exciting, beautiful and dynamic cities. In Berlin we will focus on the sites relating to three key eras: the Prussia and Germany of Frederick the Great and the Kaisers, the Nazi period and the Cold War. In Poland, we will focus on the Holocaust but there will also be the chance to explore the beautifully preserved medieval sights of Krakow. Our three days in Berlin will see us take in the city’s main sights, including the Brandenburg Gate, the Potsdamer Platz, the Olympic Stadium, venue for the 1936 Olympic Games and the 2006 world cup and the Topography of Terror museum, while we also venture out of the centre to the Imperial Palaces at Potsdam. The Cold War will also be represented with visits to Checkpoint Charlie and the Stasi (East German secret police) Museum as well as the chance to see sections of the Berlin Wall. We will spend a full day visiting the Extermination camp conplexes at Auschwitz and Birkenau in Poland, preserved as both memorial and warning of the terrible events of the Holocaust. During our time in Krakow we will visit the Podgorze Jewish quarter which became the Krakow Ghetto, as well as the Schindler Enamel factory (as featured in Schindler’s List) and medieval sights such as Wawel Castle, the Cathedral and University district. 

While we are offering this trip to all students from Y10 to the U6, not just those studying History, students should be aware of the harrowing nature of the exhibits at Auschwitz and Birkenau before they go. Children under 14 are not generally allowed into the sites at all, and some travel companies view them as unsuitable for those under 16. We are not making this restriction, but the students will need to show particular maturity and sensitivity while at these locations.

Music Trip – Paris July 2012   -     FULLY BOOKED
	Organiser:


	Mrs C Usher
	Dates:
	16 – 19 July 2012

	Open to: 
	All years
	Cost:
Non-returnable deposit:
	£385

£85

	
	
	
	

	Accommodation:
	Half Board, Hotel comfort Inn, Langny

	Travel:
	Coach & Ferry


	No. of Students:
	44
	Tour Operator:
	NST Travel


The music department are undertaking our second concert tour with the school choir to Paris and Disneyland. We will be performing in two concerts during our stay (one in the centre of Paris and the other at Disneyland itself). We will also have one full day in the theme park and one sightseeing in Paris including a river boat cruise on the Seine.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS TRIP IS FULLY BOOKED AND THERE ARE NO MORE PLACES AVAILABLE
Classics Trip – Pompeii & Rome – April 2012    -  
FULLY BOOKED
	Organiser:


	Mr C Williams
	Dates:
	10 -14 April 2012

	Open to:
	Y9, Y10, Y11, L6 & U6
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:


	£546
£75

	Accommodation: 
	3* Hotels in Naples and Rome
	Travel: by Air from Gatwick to Naples, coach travel in Italy and return flight from Rome to Heathrow

	

	No. of Students:
	44
	Tour Operator: Hellene Travel
	


This trip is designed to give students an opportunity to experience the architectural sites of the ancient Roman world.  Included in the trip is a full day coach trip to and tour of Pompeii, a visit to Herculaneum and the Naples Museum, a visit to the Coliseum in Rome, and walking tours of the major sites of classical Rome, with visits to the Capitoline and Massimo Museums.  We will have the services of a courier from the travel company with us.
In addition to the basic cost of the trip, which includes all flights, hotels and entry to museums, students will have to take sufficient money for lunches and drinks, the Italian Visitors Tax (currently 2€ per person per night), the cost of any public transport used and payments to archaeological guides.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS TRIP IS FULLY BOOKED AND THERE ARE NO MORE PLACES AVAILABLE
History Trip – Normandy – July 2012
	Organiser:


	Mr P McKean
	Dates:
	14 – 18 July 2012

	Open to:
	Y8 & Y9 
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:


	Approx £400
£100

	Accommodation:
	2* Hotel

	Travel:
	Executive class coach & ferry

	No. of Students:
	35 - 40
	
	


Following a successful trip to the First World War battlefields last year, the History department will be taking a similar tour to the Second World War sites in Normandy, scene of the D-day landings as featured in Saving Private Ryan. This will complement the study of World War Two in Y8 and Y10. We will following in the footsteps of a number of Old Walcountians who took part in landings in 1944, visiting the landing beaches themselves, the British-constructed ‘Mulberry Harbour’, the so called ‘Atlantic Wall’ defences, bunkers and batteries, the Pointe du Hoc Rangers Memorial, Pegasus Bridge and Museum, further museums in Arromanches and Caen as well as the main British, German and American cemeteries. We will travel to St Mère Eglise, scene of the main US 101st Airborne division parachute dropzones (as featured in the Band of Brothers TV series) and home to the American Airborne Museum. We will also take the opportunity to view the Bayeux Tapestry, the 900 year old record of the William the Conqueror’s invasion and victory at Hastings in 1066. The cost reflects the high season pricing of hotels in Normandy in July, which is part of the main French school holidays.

Biology Trip – North Nofolk July 2012     

	Organiser:


	Miss N Oakley
	Dates:
	8 – 11 July 2012



	Open to:
	L6
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:
	£350 

£60


	Accommodation: 
	Manor House, Full Board
	Travel:
	Coach



	No. of Students:
	50


	
	


This Biology trip will be to the North Norfolk coast, which is one of the most richly endowed regions for field studies in the country. It is an area of outstanding natural beauty, with many sites of special scientific interest and diverse local habitats. We will be staying in a beautiful manor house and undertaking environmental field studies in many aspects of ecology. These will include rocky shore ecology, heathland ecology and sand dune succession. The trip will be full board and the price will include all equipment and freetime activities. This trip will support students' studies for A2 Biology and is recommended for anyone thinking of taking Biology at A2 level.

.
Geography Field Trip – Somerset Nov 2012     

	Organiser:


	Mr J Eynon
	Dates:
	November 2012

	Open to:
	L6 Studying AS Level Geography
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:
	£250 

£50


	Accommodation:
	Field Centre, Full Board
	Travel:
	Minibus



	No. of Students:
	13
	
	


All students taking AS Level Geography are required to join this residential field trip.  In addition to the accompanying school staff, we use expert tuition from the field centre personnel, engaging students with studies directly relevant to the new AQA specification. A likely programme of study will include coastal studies at West Bay, local village studies, river work and comparative farm studies.  Students will gain the necessary skills and collect relevant data that will contribute to a Geographical Skills module worth 30% of their AS examination.  All work will also provide additional case study material to complement work completed at school.
Art/English Trip – Lake District July 2012     

	Organiser:


	Miss Musselbrook
	Dates:
	15 – 18 July 2012



	Open to:
	Y7, Y8 & Y9
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:
	£180 

£50


	Accommodation:
	YHA Buttermere, Full Board
	Travel:
	Coach



	No. of Students:
	40
	
	

	


The Lake District is a stunning setting for a school trip and will provide inspiration for WCGS artists and writers. Artists and writers are motivated by their experiences and there will be plenty to experience in the Lake District. It is to be seen, in order to be believed, and no photograph can do it justice. Your son is invited to visit the surroundings of England's largest National Park and to spend quality time exploring the Lakes and taking in the spectacular views. Your son will have plenty of opportunities to walk through the varied terrain of the vast countryside and produce artwork and descriptive writing based on surroundings very different to Wallington! This trip will inspire your son to use his creativity in producing responses to the natural landscape and places of interest. If your son is keen to develop an existing or burgeoning talent for art and writing then this is the trip for him.
Sporting Activities & Outdoor pursuits

Netball Tour – Spain April 2012
	Organiser:


	Dr S Whiting
	Dates:
	1st – 5th April 2012

	Open to:
	Y12 & Y13 Girls
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:
	£555
£120

	Accommodation:
	Hotel, Full Board
	Travel: 
	Air to Barcelona


	No. of Students:
	 17
	Tour Operator: 
	MasterClass Sports Tours


Be part of the inaugural WCGS netball tour to Spain!
We would like to offer the 6th form girls an opportunity to embark on a sports tour of their own and have lined up a 4-night, 5-day trip to Cambrils in Spain. Accommodation is on a full-board basis in a 3* hotel with girls sharing triple/quad rooms. Students will receive two morning sessions of quality intensive coaching from UK qualified coaches. They will then have the chance to put into practice all they learned in some competitive fixtures against other visiting schools. Also included in the tour are day trips to the stunning city of Barcelona and the Port Aventura theme park, which is packed full of white-knuckle adrenalin rides and located in beautiful parkland. If it all sounds too hectic, don’t be put off, as there will definitely be time to get down to the beach!
Ski-ing Trip – Killington, USA 2013                
	Organiser:


	Dr S Whiting
	Dates:
	February Half Term 2013

	Open to:
	Y8 - U6 (Current Y7 can go on this trip)
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:
	£ 1345
£200

	Accommodation:
	Hotel, Half Board
	Travel
	Air to New York


	No. of Students:
	 40
	Tour Operator:
	Ski Plan


Skiing is one of the most exhilarating sports and enables participants to observe at close quarter magnificent mountain scenery.  For 2013 we are offering a unique and exciting opportunity to ski in the US and explore the fabulous city of New York.  On arrival at New York, there will be a 5 hour coach transfer to Killington where we will embark on 5 days of skiing at this world class resort. Killington is located on America’s East coast and is known for its diversity of terrain, providing skiers and riders of all ability levels a choice of wide-open groomed cruisers, narrow classic New England runs, moguls, steeps, and trees. With over 71 miles of trails there is much to explore and students will receive 4 hours of ski tuition per day. Accommodation is on a half-board basis and as usual, in any alpine skiing resort there will be plenty of evening entertainment. Please note that the typical set up in hotels on US ski trips will require students to share double beds.  The cost of the holiday includes all transportation and transfers, half board accommodation, hire of equipment (skis, poles and boots), ski lessons, a ski pass and insurance and an over-night stopover in New York.  On the return transfer to New York, there will be a 3 hour stop for some outlet shopping, followed by dinner at Planet Hollywood in Times Square and overnight accommodation. The following day we will have full use of the coach to explore New York before flying back in the evening. This trip will likely depart on Wednesday 13th February. 

History, Geography & Outdoor Pursuits - Go West Trip Wales 2012                

	Organiser:


	Mr J Oldfield
	Dates:
	16-18th July 2012

	Open to:
	Y9 
	Cost:

Non-returnable deposit:

	£ 200
£50

	Accommodation:
	YHA
	Travel
	Coach



	No. of Students:
	 32
	
	


If you're feeling adventurous this summer, "Go West!" is the trip for you. With 3 action-packed days, you'll explore the Brecon Beacons National Park, where history, geography and adventure collide. You'll climb mountains, scale waterfalls, and descend to the depths of a former coal mine. You'll explore and enjoy the rich natural and cultural diversity of the area, including Blaenavon World Heritage Site and the Bro'r Sgydau Waterfall Country. This has been a very popular, exciting trip in the past, based in Abergavenny, created especially for year 9 students, and Go West 2012 looks set to be better than ever. 

Application to Participate in a School Visit 2011 – 2013
A separate application form must be completed for each visit.  
I should like my son/daughter* (Please Delete) to take part in the School Visit below to:

 _____________________________________________________________________  

Dates of the Visit: ________________________________________ 20___
Member of Staff Organising the visit: ___________________________

I confirm that I have made a payment via my ParentPay account today for £ _________
being the non-refundable deposit required for the above trip.
Student’s Surname: ____________________________ Forename: __________________
Form:
________________      
Date of Birth: _______________
I am aware that the inclusion of a student on the trip is subject to the same high standard of behaviour expected to be shown by the student whilst at school.

I am also aware that the usual cancellation charges made by travel companies apply and that if any such charges are incurred that these will be passed on to those cancelling the holiday and to those who make late payments.

Parent’s Signature: ___________________________________Date: ________________
Home Telephone Number: ________________________

If you are going on an overseas trip please enter the following passport details:-
Passenger Passport Name:_____________________ Passport Number:_________________

Passport Country of Issue:_____________________ Passport Expiry Date:_______________

Passenger Country of Residence: ________________Passenger Nationality:______________

Please return this form to the schools Finance Department as soon as possible.
